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O W undiſcernable and unſup- 
porting ſoever the Divine Diſ- 
penſations may ſeem to unob- 
W) ſerving and unſanctified Minds; 
as that it may be ſaid of ſuch, as of thoſe 
under aWant of perfect Sight, they ſee Men 
as Trees walking * ; yet where there are 
Hearts well-diſpoſed'to attain a ſuitable 
Conception, foilowing the Clue with all 
its rougheſt and moſt-crooked Lines to the 
final Iſſue, and taking Notice of the wind- 
ing up thereof, they will find a ER 
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Treaſure of the moſt inſtructive and reviv- 
ing Obſervations : Such as are preſented 
to our View in the State of Fob; who 
tho' he was in the moſt ſhocking Manner 
ſtript of his Poſſeſſions and Family; tho' 
he was moſt miſcrably taunted at by his 
chiefeſt Friends, from whom he might have 
expected ſome comforting Pity ; tho' his 
Life itſelf was moſt ſharply {truck at, and 
he laid under ſuch direful Pains and Diſ- 
tr ſo, that he declared, I am made to poſ- 
ſeſs Months of Vanity, and weari/cme Nights 
are appointed to me, I am full of teſſings too 
and fro, &c. and upon the whole he found, 
T hou writeſf# bitter Things againſt me; 
Yet after all this, he was not beat off 
from his chicfeſt Proſpect, having this deep 
Perſuaſion, I know that my Redeemer liv- 
eth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the latter 
Day upon the Earth, and though after 
any Skin, Wirms deſtroy this Body, yet in 
any Fleſh I ſhall fee God (Job XIX. 25, 
26); Words importing his Expectation 
of an happy Future State, and the glori- 
ous Source thereof in the Work of a Re- 
decmer ; as Grotius and other learned and 
judicious Commentators have interpreted 
to be the Senſe thereof: And indeed with- 
out the greateſt Strain they muſt imply 
ſomething farther than the Hope of a 7em- 


poral 


III. 3. 4. 
e. XII. 26. 
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poral Deliverance ; ſuch as he then ſeem- 
ed to be a Stranger too; ſaying*, My 
Days are paſt, my Purpoſes are broken 
off ; and if ] wait, the Grave is my 
Honſe ; and © thongh he /lay me, yet will 
T put my Truſt in him: And in the Ver- 
ſes proceeding, he expreſſes himſelf with 
ſuch an important Wiſh, as is beyond 
the Concern of this Life, as 1s requiſite 
to be noted for ever: And y per- 
ſecute ye him, ſecing the Reoot of the Mat- 
ter is found in him, a Principle of Regard 
to, and Hope in his God, which raiſed his 
Mind to ſome further Views after his Diſ- 
ſolution here; an Hope which would not 
be left unconſidered: Since not only at the 
final Reſurrection, according to the Addi- 
tion in the Sepruagint at the End of the 
Book, tho' not in the Hebrew, tis ſaid he 
ſhall riſe again with thiſe whom the Lord 
ſhatt rai/e ; and from his being aſſured there 
wasa living Redeemer, he ſhall hereafter ſee 
God in his Fleſh, nothwithſtanding its be- 
ing then ſo near a Diſſolution; but alſo, as 
is implied in his Reliance on a Redeemer, 
he could not queſtion the previous Viſion 
of the ry above with his Soul, which 

was 
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[67 
was then and ever would be out of the 
Reach of Mortality ; that if in his Body, 
then certainly with that which muſt ani- 
mate it, as well before as in the Re-union 
therewith, he ſhall ſee God. In which 
Words, I ſhall conſider the following 


Heads: 


I. THE perilous and periſhable State of 
good Men, in common with others 
here, as being liable to a Diſſolution, 
to thoſe Trials and Decays which 
lead thereto ; After my Skin, Worms 

'  defiroy this Body. -” 

II. Tur expected happy Change after 
this Life; in my Fleſh ſhall T ſee God. 

III. TR Foundation of ſuch Happineſs; 

the known Certainty of a Redeemer ; 
T know that my Redeemer liveth, &c. 

IV. T xx Influence of this Belief, in our 
unmurmuring and ſound Dependance, 
Eſteem and Submiſhon, agreeable to 


ſuch an hopeful Proſpect. 


I. THE State of good Men, in common 
with others here, as liable to a Diſſolu- 
tion, to thoſe numberleſs Trials and Decays 
which lead thereto. This is ſo eſſential to all, 
that the Expreſſion * is ſeldom left unveri- 
fied, thy Life ſhall hang in doubt about thee, 
and thou ſhalt fear Night and Day, _ 

, thou 


6 Dent. XXVIII. 66. 
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C71 
thou ſhalt have no Aſſurance of thy Life : 


And tho' Men may fear where there is no 


Fear, that divers Dangers may be dreſ- 
ſed up and magnified by weak and un- 
grounded Fancy; yet ſome firſt or laſt there 
will be to ſnap this Thread of Life aſunder ; 
that according to the Prophet Feremy *, 


Ze that fleeth from Fear ſhall fall into a 


Pit, and he that getteth out of the Pit, 


ſhall be taken in a Snare; or, as it is ſaid 


of Sailing ©, ſo of our ſojourning, that it 
is now dangerous. Our Life may be fitly 


reſembled to a Dream®, wherein we may 


promiſe our ſelves Security, which in our 
waking Reflections we may be ſure is as 
unattainable, as the reaching of the Sky on 
yonder Hills, that Children flatter them- 
ſelves with; or rather we are as ſwift 
Ships © under Sail, liable to be caſt the 
next Storm, or Wave, upon the Rocks or 
Sands: And amidſt all the moſt artful 
and uſeful Meaſures for Self-preſervation, 
there will be a Time when the Pins of the 
Fabrick will be looſened, and the Taper 
will burn dim : Nothing being found more 
true, than that there is an univerſal Debt 
payable to the Laws of Mortality, either 


in YDuth, or in full Strength, or in à good 


old 


* Pſalm LIIII. 5. 

Fer. XLVIIL 44. 
© As XXVII. 19. 
« Job XX. 8. 
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ald Age, or the like; ſuch as neither the 
. gth 'of a Goliab or a Sampſon ; nei- 
ther Hh Valour of an Alexander or a Co- 
ſar ; neither the Beauty of Abſalom, nor 
the Riches of Cræſus; neither the Meek- 
neſs of Moſes, nor the Patience of Fob ; 
neither the Cuaning of Achitopbel, nor the 
Wiſdan of Hlomon; in ſhort, no Property 
or Station, can exempt from ; a Diſpen- 
ſation, which it hath pleaſed God to allot 
for his own. Glory, and Man's Improve- 
ment and Happineſs. 

As he hereby makes the Glory of his 
Socereignty to appear; ſince as a ” Florif 
in his Garden crops what Flower or Bud 
he pleaſes; ſo he at his Will removes his 
People. He being the Infinite Founder 
that has built all Things throughout the 
Univerſe, he hath Liberty to take down 
any Part of his own Building, and as Ar- 
biter Vite, to diſpoſe of the Materials as 
he ſees requilite : and as he declares * 
May I not do what I will with my own 2 
wen 1 he may fairly fay, 7 kill and 7 make 
alive, neither is there any that can deliver 
out of my Hand; behold he taketh away, 
and Ke can N * and who will ſay unto 
him, What diff thou? Yea, He 2 
Wounds without Cauſe *, without being o- 

| bliged 


» Geneſ: XXV. 8. FE Deut. XXXII. 39. 


d Hebr. III. 4. © Fob IX. 12. 
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bliged to afhgn the Cauſe thereof ; other- 
wiſe Cauſe enough he has if only to ſhew 
his Supreme Authority in the Diſpoſal of 
us: —— As alfo to difplay his Juſtice: 
It being his Will that Man, upon firſt 
breaking with his Maker, muſt die *, he 
cannot ſuffer a Stain upon his 'own Ap- 
pointment, in receding therefrom. If to 
ſhew what the Almighty could do, Affliction 
may light upon a Perſon, without doing 
the leaſt Execution, as the Viper leapt up- 
on St. Paul's Hand *, and was immediately 
ſhaken off without Harm ; ſuch a Trial as 
ſome may vainly interpret to call at a 
wrong Perſon, and rap at a. wrong Door, 
were there never any further Viſitation ; 
God is unwilling that Man ſhould expect a 
conſtant ſpeedy Removal of Evil at the firſt 
Approach, as if he would relax the Mea- 
ſures of Juſtice, in finally turning by all 
the Meſlengers of Death. Hereby 
alſo he takes Occaſion to make the Glory 
ol his Ai/-/rfficiency and Mercy to ſhine out 
in his Peoples Behalf; as he frequently 
aſſiſts them in unwinding the ' greateſt 
Difficulties, and out-riding the blackeſt 
Storms, before their final Diſſolution, as 

| well as in the Iſſue thereof: As Fob fo 
ſignally found in the reſtoring Meaſures of 
this Life, as well as what may be after ex- 

B _ pected ; 


* Geneſ. II. 17. 1 Cor. XV. 22. 
Acts XX VIIL 5. 
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ected; and Hegoſiab, when under the great- 
eſt Diſtreſs as to ſay, 7 will reckon from Morn- 


ing to Evening thou wilt make an End of 


me *; and particularly David, when en- 
compaſſed by his Enemies, that there 
ſeemed to be no Room for Help from 


Man, then God was pleaſed to call off the 


Enemies another Way * :-In the greateſt 
Pinch of Danger the ſupporting Arm of 
the Almighty appears with a greater Luſ- 


tre. N 


further allotted for Man's Improvement 
and Happineſs; to diſ-entangle us from 
our fond Reliance on this World, to purge 
and file off our Droſs, and make us ſeri- 


ouſly think where we are going: as in the 


Prophet ©, I ill cauſe you to paſs under 
the Rod, and bring you into the Bond of 
the Covenant. - Were nothing in the Way 
to imbitter our preſent: Enjoyments, our 
outward Man, that is ſo nearly ally'd there- 
to, would be ready to look upon them in 
a magnifying Light, and to reliſh them 
with too high a Guſt: And the more it 
ſets by them beyond their' proper End and 
intrinſic Value, ſo much the leſs Eſteem 
there would remain to be allowed for bet- 
ter Things. Whilſt every Thing looks 


ſmooth and gay, uninterrupted with the 
| leaſt 


Li. XXX V1. 13. 1 Ezek. XX. 3). | 
> x Sazt. XXIII. 37. | | 
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leaſt Appearance or Alarm of Miſchief, we 
are ready to fay *, Surely the Bitterneſs of 
Death is paſt; and I have need of nothing”; 
but when the Pleaſures and Hopes of the 
World are thrown down ; when Friends 
and Helpers drop off, as complained of ; 
when they have forgotten us; or are igno- 
rant of ns, as Abraham ; when Fathers 
and Mothers forſake us * ; and when tho 
it be better with us than with the P/al- 
miſt * , there be /ome inclined to have Pity, 
yet ſtill Refuge Failed; how glad would 
we be that the Lord would take us up? 
How glad to repair to the Fountain-head, 
upon finding every Stream here to run dry : 
As the Woman that had ſpent her All 
for a Cure to no Purpoſe *, could not but 
rejoice to think there was a Saviour at 
Hand to help her. As unwilling as before 
we might be to look out for the Divine 
Aid, as Joab was to haſten to Abſalom ; yet 
when the Fire of Afﬀiction is about us, 
we ſhall ſoon be ſent, as Foab was when 
his Field was on Fires, to the Maſter that 
calls. As much as we may be preſumed 
to think, that theſe Things may, as Da- 
gid's Servants to Nabal ©, be a Wall to us 
by Night and by Day ; how often may 

1:08 


they 
1 Sam. XV. 32. f P/aim XXVII. 10. 
b Rev. III. 17. s Ibid. LXIX. 20, 
Job XIX. 19. h Luke VIII. 43. 
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they be Inſtruments of Miſchief inſtead of 
Shelter, as the Wall of A4phek proved to 
the Syrians *, and the Tower of Siloam to 
others; that they might have an Eye 
upon a better Sanctuary. How often does 
our Supream Father think it requiſite to 
let his People be near falling out of his 
Arms, as Parents may their Children, to 
make them cling the cloſer © How often 
does he ſtrike them, as others may their 
Links, to make them appear the brighter e 
How does he ſuffer theſe Weather-beaten 
Veſlels to be paſt careening and repairing, 
and the Storms to riſe thick, that we may 
in earneſt © cry, Save us, Lord, we periſh. 

„er whilſt there is this inevitable Jeo- 
pardy in this State, this is the Joy of 
God's People, that there is elſewhere a 
Remedy to be had; which leads me to the 


II. Tus expected happy Change: 25 
Worms dgęſtroy this Body, yet their All 
will be one Day ſafe; that they ſhall not 
fail to ſee God, as with their immortal 
Soul, ſo even with that Fleſh which now 
muſt be diſſolved, when hereafter rejoined 
thereto. And indeed as on the one Side, 
what Viſion of the divine and ſpiritual Being 
could Matter have, when never ſo exactly 
collected at the Reſurrection, if unanimated 
with a living Soul : ſo on the other Side, 
what Refuge would it be to a Perſon de- 

art- 
* 1 Kings XX. zo. Þ Luke XHI. 1, 2. Mat. vil 25. 


E 
parted, to think there may be ſome lon 
Interval of an entire Ceflation of Life, til 
the Time of the Reſurrection: when if 
the whole of our Nature was to be in- 
ſenſible till the Reſurrection, the Diſtance 
of the Interval would be as unperceivable, 
as if ſuch were to be the next Moment 
reſtored to Life. | 
 THrar there is ſome State ſucceeding 
the Expiration of our preſent Life, and 
conſequently a Degree of Happineſs en- 
joyable by good Men when removed, may 
be diſcoverable by the univerſal Voice and 
Light of Nature; a Truth which has 
ſhone through the darkeſt Mixtures of 
Error; which, as Juſtin Martyr * expreſles, 
* not only our own Prophets and Teach- 
ers have declared, but other wiſe Men, not 
only Poets, but Philoſophers ”, &c. which 
has for its Support according to Seneca“, 
* a general Conſent amongſt Mankind“; 
or as Tulh ©, the © Confent of all Na- 
tions“; ſuch as all Men expreſs ſome 
Concern about *: Something hereof is im- 
ply'd in their Poetical and Hiſtorical De- 
fſcriptions ; the particular Circumſtances of 
which, tho' often very romantick, yet ma- 
nifeſt a general Expectation of ſome Re- 
turns on the other Side the Grave : As in 
ſome of the puniſhing Kind, from whence 
may be inferred others of Happineſs ; as 
| that 


* Tuſt. Mart. ad Græcos cohortat. p. 2. 
> Senec. Epiſt. 117. Tuſcul. Q. L. 1. * Ibid. 
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that of Syſipbus being in another World 
rolling a Stone up Hill; Dx/on's turning 
round a Wheel; the Danaides filling a 
Veſſel full of Holes, and the like; and 
much more witneſs their Thoughts of Hap- 
pineſs itſelf as to their Elyſian Fields 5 
their celeſtial Entertainments and Employ- 
ments, as in Virgil, &c. or as Diodorus Sicu- 
tus * mentions the Greeks copying after the 
Egyptians, as to their future pleaſant Mea- 
dows, their purling Streams: Alſo their 
Notions of thouſands being ferry d over a 
Boat into another World, according to Ju- 
venal * : The like Perſuaſion implied in 
their putting into the Hands or Mouths 
of their dead Corpſes, for the Satisfaction 
of the Ferriman tranſporting them, in or- 
der to appeaſe ſome expected Wrath, as 
Cluver mentions from Straboæ; and their 
Care, according to Falerius Maximus * , 
in applying to their Gods for a ſafe Ha- 
bitation in the Plutonick Dominions ; as 
likewiſe in their ſcattering the Aſhes of 
the Martyrs, as Eu/cbjus ſpeaks of *, to cut 
off all Hopes of living again, thereby im- 
plying they feared there was a Poſſibility 
thereof, And tho' there may be then, as 
well as now, ſome few Sceptics, who are 
ready with Pliny, as Lattantins obſerves *, 

to 


Diodor. Sicul. T.ib.I. * Arque una traiifire 
Vadum tor millia cymba. Sat, 2,. 

© Ciuver de Anti. German. L. 1. c. 32. 

. 2. c. o. Hiſt. Fee J. 5. c. 1. 

* Lattant. L. 5. c. 22. Pliu. L. 2. c. 7. L. 5. e. 55: 
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to reckon amongſt Things impoſſible a Re- 
ſtoration after Death; they ſhew their 
Wiſhes more than their real Thoughts; 
there could be none who duly conſidered 
Man's Nature and the Divine Providences 
who could be entirely diveſted of all No- 
tions. relating. to Futurity : An Horace, 
when ſpeaking out his real Mind, acknow- 
ledges there was ſomething within us, in 
its Species and Extraction, diſtin& from 
our corporeal State, which he calls his 
Divine particulam Aire : and Juvenal, 
that there is in our Breaſt a daily Mitneſi 
of our Life », teſtifying thereby how ac- 
countable we ſhall one Day be to a Supream 
Being. —— And much more moving are 
the Sentiments of the ſage Moraliſts, who, 
tho they ſometimes, for want of Revela- 
tion, may ſpeak more faintly of future 
Concerns, yet at other times they diſcover 
the greateſt Hope. As in Seneca © : © "Tis 
our Intereſt to examine the Eternity of 
Souls, yea; and to believe it: In ano- 
ther World * ©© there will be neither Night 
nor Shadow.” : The ſame Author aſſerts 
of Socrates, that thro' the poiſoned Cup 
he was tranſlated from Priſon to Heaven: 
Again he ſays „ © Let us live in our 
Bodies, 


® Serm. Lib. 2. Sat. 2. : | 
Nocte Dieq; ſuum geſtare in pectore Teſtem, Sat. 13. 
< Senec. Epiſt. 102.  * Ppiſt. 32. © Epiſt. 67. 
* Moral. Sir Rog. Leſtrange, p. 2655. 
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Bodies, as if we were to lodge in them, 
and were to leave them to Morrow; no- 
ting a Subſtance within us, which upon 
leaving the Body was to depart to an- 


other State; and ©* to die ſooner or later 


is not the Buſineſs, but to die well, for 
Death brings us to Immortality : tho 
at another time he may expreſs himſelf 
in more doubtful [Terms, © If what Men 
have ſaid be true, and there is a Place to 
receive us after Death, to which good 
Men are advanced when they die; and 
again, Mors aut nos conſumit aut emittit, 
Death either deſtroys us, or ſends us to an- 
other Place ©, —— Thus Plutarch, tho' one 
while he may be leſs aſſured in ſaying * , 
* If the Soul exiſts after Death, tis moſt 
reaſonable that it ſhould receive Rewards 
and Puniſnments ; and © if the Saying 
of ancient Poets and Philoſophers be true, 
as probably it is, that good Men after 
Death are exalted '; yet elſewhere he 
makes no Demur to alert. , that as little 
Converſe as Mens Souls whilſt in the Bo- 
dy have now with God, &c. yet upon 
their being diſmiſſed from the Body, they 
go to the pure, inviſible and impaſſible 
State, where God is their Ruler, and they 

| behold 


Moral. Sir Rog. Leſtrange, p. 266. 
> Epiſth. 63, © Fpiſt. 4. 
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behold him with unutterable Pleaſure ” 
and * they then © *enjoy continual Sunſhine” 
and ſpeaking of his little deceaſed Child, 
ſays*, © She is departed to a Place where 
is no Sorrow“; and the like of other 
Children, © they are tranſlated to a better 
and more divine Place“; again, “ This 
preſent Life is a Place of the Soul's Com- 
bat, which when it hath finiſhed, it re- 
ceives according to its Performance there- 
of: And he gives us the Opinion of others, 
that © © at laſt Mankind ſhall be happy, 
neither wanting Food, nor caſting a Sha- 
dow . — To the like Purpoſe Aenophon , 
The Mind, when Man goes hence, would 
be ee u moſt wiſe ; and ſpeaking of 
Cyrus's Soul being hereafter, declares *, 
If theſe Things be fo, as I do think they 
are : —Likewiſe as unaſſured thereof, as 
Antoninus ſeems to be in the Expreſſion “, 
Death is attended either with Exrinct ion 
or Tranſmigration; yet in another Place, 
he ſpeaks of the Soul ſurviving the Bodys. 
SAKE how divided ſoever Cicero him- 
ſelf may be thought in his Conception 
of Futurity, where perſonating others, yet 
he ſuthciently diſplays his own favourite 


5 


Hopes; 
= P/utarch, Conſolat. ad Apollo. 
b _—-—- Conſolat. ad Uxorem. © Ibid. 
4 ———— de his qui ſero Puniuntur. | 
e 4e Iſide. 
5 K ves“. 5 Ibid. 
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1 
Hopes; as, If I am in an Error in believ- 
ing that the Souls of Men are immortal, 


J am pleaſed therewith, and will never, as 


long as I live, be beaten out of it ” * ; like- 
wiſe, © None ſhall drive me from the 
Hope of Immortality” e; and, © I 

know not what kind of Prize they have 
gained, who have perſuaded themſelves to 
believe, that when Death comes, they ſhall 
utterly periſh "© ; and as he was drawing 
towards his latter Days, he ſays ©, © Iam 
departing from this Life as from an Inn, 
not from my Home; implying, he rec- 
koned the Place of another Life his Home ; 
and ſpeaking of Plato, Socrates, Pytha- 
goras, &c. he breaks out into this Rap- 
ture*©, © Oh blefled Day, when I ſhall get 
away from this Rout and difagreeable 
Mixture here, and go to my pious Friends”; 
and © I believe, fays hef, that my Friends 
that were removed hence were ſtill alive, 


and that they only live the Life which de- 


ſerves the Name of Life“; and being per- 
ſuaded of Caros Future State, he writes *, 
* His Soul did not deſert me, but looked 
back upon me, and ſo no doubt is gone 


' to that Place where he knows that I my 


ſelf am to come hereafter ; and he is ex- 


preſs 
Cicero 42 Senectut. © Ibid, 
» Tuſeul. Q. 1. | «Ibid. 
© did. 2 Ibid. 
—— de Seed. | 


L 9 


preſs *, that“ the Souls of all are immor- 
tal“ How eminent for the like Per- 
ſuaſion was Socrates and Plato, as the lat- 
ter fully repreſents of the former ; ſay- 
ing*, I ſhall hereafter be with Or rpbens, 
Herod, and Homer”; and further, who 
would not give all he had in the World 
for a Conference with him who led the 
Armies againſt Troy, or with Ulyſſes, &c. 
theſe Men are infinitely more happy than 
we, and inveſted with Immortality“; 
and in another Place *, ** I hope to go to 

good Men'; alſo * © the Souls never pe- 
by being ſpiritual ” ; and * Men ſhall 
ſurvive after Death, and the Souls of dead 
Men ſhall remain ” ; likewiſe ** the Soul“ 
being Partaker (of a Reſemblance) of 
the Divine Nature, is incorruptible *, And 
as in Tully", we have Scrates ſpeak- 


me, 1 live great Hopes it ſhall be well 


with me: and as he ſays of him ', that 
He believed that the Souls, upon depart: 
ing from their Bodies, went two different 
Ways ; the Souls of the Virtuous to a Place 
of Happineſs ” &c. And how does Plato 
himſelf * declare, “ theſe Things are no- 
thing in Number and Greatneſs to thoſe 


© 2 | that 
n.. Ibid. 
b Plat. Apolog. | b Truſcul. Q. L. 1. 
c bid. | Ibid. 
d Plat. Phad. k Plat. de Re -ublic. 
e Ibid. E109; 


© Ibid. 
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that do attend Man after his Death ” : 
Then, as he elſewhere argues, there is 
a good Prize, and a great Hope 
And what ſtrong. Conviction did Plato's 
Notions of Immortality produce in Clcom- 
brotus *, not to mention another noted 
| Perſon, that he wilfully diſpatched him- 
ſelf, the ſooner to attain a future Happi- 
neſs ; tho without conſidering that ſuch 
unwarranted Raſhneſs, as much as it would 
haſten a Tranſlation to another World, 
would, in Caſe of a Capacity to know and 
weigh the Offence, wherecould be no Repen- 
tance, irretrievably Diſtance from its —4 
— Simplicius likewiſe mentions © a Re- 
| leaſe of the Soul from the Body ©”: and its 
being removed from this Den, where tis 
now detained *. Diogenes Laertius 
was no leſs perſuaded that * © the Soul 
is of an immortal Nature: And he aſ- 
ſerts of Thales, that he affirmed the ſame: 
as alſo of Zeno, that the Soul remained 
after Death uncorrupted ”, The like 
in Phocilides*, © the Soul is immortal, and 
never grows old”. Of the ſame kind 
was Empodocles's' Notion ®, That “ the 
Soul hereafter ſhould live with other im- 


mortal 
2: — in Phe. g in Vit. 
b Tul. Tiſcul. Q. L. 1. in Zeno. 
e Simnplic. in Efictet. 8 Phocilid. Adimonit. 
* Diogen. Laert. pro- n Clem. ſt rom. L. 5. 


em. p. 7. 
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mortal Beings", implying thereby its own 
immortal Nature. As alſo that of 
Manilius, Can it be doubtful that the 
Soul returns to Heaven — And that 
of Tfocrates *, © 'Tho' you have a mortal 
Body, your Soul is immortal. —— And 
of Salluft ©, © Souls are rational, and im- 
mortal”: and * tis neceſſary that they 
be immortal to know God; for nothing 
that is mortal, can know that which is 
immortal Pythagoras thought *, 
that“ if upon leaving the Body you go 
to the free ÆAther, you would be as an im- 
mortal God, no more mortal ”. — Ta- 
citus was not without ſome Apprehen- 
ſion of the Soul's future Exiſtence, who, 
after the Deceaſe of his Father Agricola, 
ſays , © if there be a Place for good Men 
after Death, and if the Soul die not, in 
Peace mayeſt thou reſt”. —— As much as 
Ariſtotle, in ſome of his Writings, ſeemed 
to be a Stranger hereto, yet according to 
the Teſtimony of Ariſtobulus, quoted by 
Selden *, © He being about to die, in- 
ſtructed his Diſciples concerning the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, of its Puniſhments 
and Rewards; and as Diogenes deſcribes 


him, 
* Mani. I.. 4. 1 © Pythog. Aurea Carm. 
d Jſocrat. Orat. ad M- * Tacir. Vit. Agricol. 
coclem. : s Seld. de ure Gent. 
c Sal/uſft. philof. de Dis Hebreor. L. 1. c. 2. 
& AM1n40, p. 8. fol. 14. 
4 Ibid, ' 
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him, He held, that the Soul was «coud7y 
incorporeal ; of another Nature than that 
of the corruptible Body : And it is owned 
by Ariſtotie himſelf *, © the Soul is im- 
paſſible and unmix'd, ie Y dwy)s, unre- 
ceptive of the waſting Suffering, and 
Mixture of the Body. Even a Lucre- 
tius could not ſtifle © all Pain about a fu- 
ture Retribution. And a Porphyry |; 
could not forbear ſaying ©, that the Soul 
muſt put off whatſoever is material ”. 
Its Immortality we find likewiſe aſſerted 
by Falerius Maximus and Julius Ceſar *, 
as the current Perſuaſion of the Druide; 
by Fuller, of the old Britiſh Bards *; 
by Pawſanias ", of the Chaldeans and In- 
Laan Magi; by Confucius , and Naveret *, 
of the Chincſe ; By Strabo ', of the Brach. 
mans; By Herodotus ” , and Marſbam”", 
of the Egyptians of old; By Slinus®*, and 
the ſaid Herodotus *, of the Thracians ; 
By Yoffius *, of the Pagans in general; 
and as by other Hands is obſervable, of 


the 
„ Diog. Laert. in Vit. * Church. Collect. of 

Ariſtor. Voyages, V. 1. L. 5. p. 
bd Ariſtor. de Anima. L. 188, 216. 

1. 4 Ka. L. 15. 
cet. L. 1. „ 
de Abſt. L. 1. n AMarſh. Can. Chro. p. 
Valer. Max. L. 2. c. 6. 269. | 
f Jul. Cæſ. de Bell. | * Solin. I 10. 
DL. 6. 1 ß | 
Full. Uh. Hift.B.1.p.3.] . de Idol. L. 1. c. 
h Paiſan. Mefſen 10. | 


Conf. L. z. par. 4. 
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the blindeſt Barbarians, the Cafes * ; the 
molt illiterate Americans, as in Braſal * , 
and in Chil; ©, &c. 

W Ho indeed, tho' unaſſiſted with Reve- 
lation, may not, under a divine Influence, 
be ſatisfied, even from a ſerious Obſerva- 
tion of their own Minds, that there is 
ſomething within diſtin& from a corporeal 
Subſtance ; and conſequently not liable to 
a Diſlolution therewith. What a ſpright- 
ly Motion may not they find of Thought, 
as to be able to whirl round the Globe 
in a Moment 2 Such as, according to a 
late Author *, © does outſtretch the Speed 
of Gunpowder, and diſtance Light and 
Lightning '; which no Duſt or Atom of 
Matter, amidſt the moſt volatile Qualities 
or Springs canarrive unto. Or what Power 
have unanimated Atoms, any more than 
the common Duſt on the Highway, to 
conceive or put together a ſingle Word 
or Idea, much leſs the leaſt rational Pro- 
poſition and Conclulion : or if a bare Ca- 
pacity to think or reaſon, may be thought 
an inſufficient Argument to demonſtrate a 
diſtinct Part within us, capable of ſurviv- 
ing our Body, becauſe even the brutal 
Species may have ſome faint Reſemblance 
thereof; we may obſerve that there is no 


Compariſon, as to the Quality and Degree 
of 
» Hiſtoire de Ethiop.| © Fiſt. Nichol. L. 2. c. 
Orientale, c.). 26. 
» Lerii Hiſt. Navigat.| Collier's Ef. 
Braſil, c. 16, | 
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of ſuch Work and Power of Thought, 
even with reſpect to the moſt common 
Subjects; and not the leaſt Reſemblance 
thereof, in relation to Eternity : 'The 
Hopes and Fears concerning another State, 
which are ſo deeply implanted in our Na- 
ture, and are inſeparable therefrom ; the 
Conſciouſneſs of a good or bad Life, and 
of our being accountable to ſome Supream 
Being; of which there are not the leaſt 
Tokens diſcoverable in Brute Creatures ; 
ſuch as at Times find a Way through 
all the moſt artificial Diſguiſes and Di- 
verſions; who can poſſibly diſprove that 
they univerſally and unanſwerably pro- 
claim a future Exiſtence ? and the nearer 
Men are drawing to their End, how oft 
are theſe Impreſſions, notwithſtanding the 
Decay of thèir outward Man, ſo much 
the more ſtrong and lively *, prenoting 
ſome Survival after this Life; as thoſe 
relating to future Happineſs, particularly 
3 85 : | 1)1ne 
The Soul 12 out of the Body, as Lightning from 
a Cloud, becauſe tis never more clear in its Conception 
than when freed from Matter, Heraclizus. Tis ob- 
ſerved of the late Earl of Rocheſter, that when Sickneſs 
had. brought him ſo near Death, that he did not ex- 

& to live an Hour, he ſaid, His © Reaſon was ſo full 
and ſtrong, that from thence he was fully perſuaded, that 
Death was not the Spending or Diſſolution of the Soul, 
but only a Separation of it from Matter“; his Life by 
Bp. Hurnet. This Alphonſus eſteemed the greateſt Ar- 
gument of Immortality, that he“ ſaw the Body and all 
its Parts decaying ; but the nearer Men drew to their 


End, the Soul did the more increaſe in Underſtanding 
and Virtue” ; Panormit. L. 4. 4e Alphons. reb. geſtis. 


| 1251 
ſhine out in the joyous Expectation of ſome 
good People at their approaching Diſſolu- 
tion; ſhewing how their Souls are upon 
the Wing as they are going to be releaſed 
from their preſent Confinement ; tranf- 


ported at the Liberty of flying to ſuch 
a Place and Company, as may adminiſter 
the moſt ſuitable and conſummate! Satis- 
faction, according to their ſpiritual Nature. 
Wuo that withal, whether Stranger to 
Revelation or not, does only ſurvey the 
promiſcuous Returns, which in this Life 
are moſt frequently allotted, can admit a 
ſingle Thought of there being no Time 
and Place hereafter for any other Return: 
Since nothing can be more certain than that 
an infinite Deity is every where preſent to 


behold every Perſon and Circumſtance of 7 


Life, and that he cannot but proceed 
with unerring Wiſdom, Juſtice and Good- 
neſs: and ſince a Diſtinction of Treatment, 
according to Mens different Behaviour, is 
very often omitted; can any thing in the U- 
niverſe more ſtrongly manifeſt the Neceſſity 
of ſome future Account and Deciſion, and 
conſequently the Felicity of good Men de- 
2984 this Life 2 Eſpecially as it muſt be 
acknowledged amongſt Mens different Sta- 
tions and Talents, as Laban told Jacob, 
Theſe Cattle are my Cattle, and all that 
thou ſceſt is mine; fo all we have is a 
| . Loan 
Geneſ. XXXL 43. 


71 
4 
* 
. 
F 
\ 
* 
* 1 
5 
£25 
7 
1 
kb 
*. 
5 
2 4 
* 2 
© | . 
* 
i 
. 


„ at N a Fern 31 
ä i rite I I ene Oo ⏑—⏑b2.. oo Wed tt oo . . 


g [ 26 } 


Loan and.'Truſt from the Almighty ; and 
that it is not poſſible that the - preſent 
Accommodations ſhould be allotted us for 
our Service, beyond all other Creatures in 
this lower World, without any Demand 
of Regard to our Founder ; ; What can be 
more evident than a Day of Reckoning, 
according to the different E of 
the divine Obligations. 

Bur that a deciſive future State there 
will be, as to what the Soul upon leaying 
the Body will be tranſlated to, as well as 
the Body, when raiſed and reunited there- 
to; ſuch as good Men may now under 
the ſharpeſt Afflictions ſet down with the 
moſt hopeful Expectation of; we may 
conſider what a ſatisfactory Account the 
ſacred Writings ſupply us with. 

Now as much as it muſt be granted, 
that © Life aud Immortality is brought to 
Light by the Goſpel, it cannot imply that 
nothing hereof was diſcovered in the ſe- 
veral Ages under the Old Teſtament ; as 
if every Degree of its Revelation was kept 
back to latter Days: Since tho all the pro- 
miling Light of a Title to future Happineſs, 
whereſoever found, is owing to the bleſſed 
Work of Chriſt in the Goſpel : and tho' 
the Glory of a full Manifeſtation, as to 
the Completion of its particular Circum- 
ſtances, was reſerved to the Time of 
Chrilt's in yr who is ach 
. uch 


2 2 2171. J. . 
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ſuch as take Pains to interpret away every 
ſacred Line to their own Confuſion, againſt 
the molt unconteſtable Truth; who elſe 
but may find a rich Vein of a divine Ex- 
traction, run through or couched under di- 
vers Texts, Phraſes and Figures of the old 
Part of Revclation, ſufficiently pointing 
out unto us another State. | 

IN that Expreſſion, Let us make Man 
in our on Image,, there cannot be noted 
any Reſemblance in relation to our outward 
Man; ſince the Divine Being cannot be a 
corporeal Subſtance ; for if he be, and yet is 
infinite, there can be no Room in the Uni- 
verſe for any other Body; and that he is 
infinite, and every where, as the Scripture 
relates, ſo is ſelt-evident, as his Preſence 
is every where neceſſary for the ſuſtaining 
every Part of the Creation, as well as for 
the firſt Formation thereof : the Reſem- 
blance muſt be therefore as to the Nature 
and Properties of an immaterial Soul, im- 
plying ſomething of a divine Image in us diſ- 
tinct from our Bodies, and accordingly that 
is not reducible to Duſt as our Bodies, which 
muſt therefore ſurvive in another State, — 
In the likediſtinguiſhing Character of God's 
breathing into Man the Breath of Life, and 
Man's becoming a living Soul : There can 
be nothing leſs implied than another Sub- 
ſtance, beſides that of the corporeal and 
periſhable Part ; not as if it denoted only 

Th D 2 nab, 
Geneſ. I. 26. ] » Ibid. II. 7. - 
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Breath, for that was eſſential to every living 
Creature, as well as Man, wtthout which 
there could be no Life; but here is an em- 
phatical Repreſentation of Man, unapplied 
to any other Creature: and by the Word Life 
inthe Original, being in the Plural Number 
dem, Breath of Lives, it may be obſerved, 
that when the Breath of the animal Life 
in Man was produced, it did not go alone 
without the ſpiritual Subſtance and Life. 
If with Breath here was nothing but the 
animating of the Body, why ſuch a ſignal 
Title annex d as his becoming a /ioimg Soul, 
rather than that he ſhould become only 
a living Body, if here was not ſomething 
of another Nature, not conſiſting of dif- 
ſolvable Parts as the Body. By the 
immediate Diſpatch of Abel, after its be- 
ing owned he offered an acceptable Sa- 
crifice *, who can imagine that a merciful 
and holy God ſhould deſign an entire End 
of him; as if all the Return of his righ- 
teous Care in worſhipping his God, ſhould 
be only to be ſlain by his Brother, and no 
future Life and Kindneſs ſhould be al- 
lowed him. By Mens having begun in 
the moſt early Days to call upon God *, as 
there is implied the divine Infpection, 
without which it would have been fruit- 
leſs to call upon God ; ſo an Expectation 
of a particular Remembrance, beyond what 
or could 

Geneſ. IV. 8. EE 
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cquld be looked for where ſuch Homage 
is omitted: But where would be ſuch Re- 
membrance, it a declared Favourite muſt 
be for ever excluded therefrom, Where 
God acknowledges that he zoek Enoch *, 
that as it is elſewhere * ſaid he ſhould not 
fee Death, tis granted that there is a fu- 
ture State for one of the Sons of Adam, and 
why not for others ? tho' they cannot 
arrive to it in the whole of their Nature 
the ſame way, becauſe one Part thereof 
muſt firft paſs through the Vale of Mor- 
tality : But what of Enoch was there ta- 
ken, if his whole Nature had been dif- 
ſolved into Duſt, entirely left and caſt 
away. The like is obſervable of Elijah, 
in his being tranſlated in a Chariot of Fire 
into Heaven ©, manifeſting another Life. 
Even the Name that was applied to 
Mankind, in their being called, according 
to the common Speech, Souls, ſeems em- 
phatically to imply a diſtin& Part in us 
beſides our Bodies: As when it is ſaid ©, 
the Souls that came into Egypt, and A. 
braham took all the Souls he had to go to 
Canaan that Men ſhould thus be repre- 
ſented by their chief Part, tho' it cannot 
ſignify that ſuch were a diſtin& Species, 
and had no Bodies, yet that the Body, 

| how 


* Genef. V. 24. d Geneſ. XLVI. 26. 
b Heby. Xl. 5. © Ibid, XII. 5. 
c 2 Kings II. 11. | 
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how much ſoever - ſet by, is not to be 
named the ſame Day therewith; and 
could not conſtitute any Perſon without 
the animating and unperiſhable Part. 
Some other Places there are which there 
may be not more Streſs laid on, being at 
the firſt View probably interpreted for 
common Notes of Mortality, yet may be 
thought to make ſome Addition to the 
Arguments of a-future Exiſtence ; as that 
of Abraham *, thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers 
in Peace ; but where would be his Fa- 
thers to go to, if all were nothing but 
Duſt and Aſhes 2 As that likewiſe * 4. 
brabam gave up the Ghoſt and died, and 
was gathered to his People : Giving up the 
Ghoſt may be underſtood of a Perſon's 
dying, as it is the Sign thereof, as the O- 
riginal yu is ſometimes tranſlated ; but 
ſuch a Senſe abſolutely taken diſtin& from 
its being ſuch a Sign thereof, mult be 
here unneceſſary; where tis expreſly ſaid 
in the next Words Dos) and died; which 
then would be only as much as to ſay, 
Abraham died and he died; and the o- 
ther Clauſe, gathered to his People, if in- 
terpreted only the ſame Way, it may be 
ſaid three Times in the ſame Verſe, that 
he died : and what an Impropriety alſo 
would it be to fay he was gathered to 
his People, were there none ſuch in Be- 
1 . ing. 
Gn. XV. 5. I » Ibid. XXV. 8. 


8 L313 
ing. The like may appear in that of 
Fofrab *, I will gather thee to thy Fathers, 
and thou ſhalt be gathered to thy Graue 
where if both theſe Expreſſions denoted 
only his being gathered to the Duſt, as his 
Fathers were, who may not diſcern a Tau- 
tology e the firſt Phraſe may be therefore 
allowed to fignify ſomething diſtinct, his 
being conveyed to the better Place of his 
Fathers, where they are now alive in Be- 
ing. Of the like Import is the Expreſ- 
ſion of the Soul of Rachel departing ; 
as the Original NN g notes its going from 
her; ſo the Explication in the following 
Clauſe, for ſhe died, ſhews the Proof and 
Effect of ſuch departing, in the Souls 
Diſ union from the Body. But no- 
thing is more expreſſive of a preſent Ex- 
iſtence in another Life, than that in 
Exodus, I am the God of thy Fathers, 
the God of Abraham, &c. the unanſwer- 
able Proof which our Saviour refers to“, 
to manifeſt their being then alive: I AM 
the God of thy Fathers, of ſuch as had 
then a Being, and not only I was, or I 
ſhall be ; as well as thereby to ſhew, that 
ſince their Souls were then alive, they 
may be ſatisfied they ſhall not always 
continue alone without a Reunion of their 
pl Bodies : 
* : Kings XXII. 19. | « Ibid. Ill. f. 
b Ex04.XXXV. 18. « Mat. XXII. 32. 
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Bodies: This farther confirmed, where 
the Repetition of this Title, God of your 
Furber being united to I am that I am, 
tis ſaid this is my Name ſor ever ; imply- 
ing thereby their being the unceaſing Mo- 
numents of his invariable Favour: But 
what would avail his being their God 
for coer, or to what End are we told », 
that God is not aſbamed:to be thus called 
their God, if there were no ſuch Perſons 
then in being whom he might be the God 
of. And however 7acod thought that 
. Foſeph is not, and Simon is not, what 
other Meaning could he have, than that he 
believed they ſhould no more be heard of in 
this Life, and not in the leaſt that they 
ſhould be no more hereafter. — Atl 
how does Jacob's State of Pilgrimage“, 
which he makes the whole of his Life, 
and not only his ſojourning in Egppr, as 
the like of other Patriarchs ©, contain no- 
thing leſs than a Note of a future reſting 
Place. — Who may not further obſerve 
this great Truth of another Life in Mo- 
er's Wiſh*, Oh that they were wiſe, that 
they mnnderfltood this, that they would con- 
fer their latter End; if there were no- 
thing beyond this Life, how immaterial 
would it be whether they conſider their 


End 
» Exod. III. 15. || © bid, XLVII. 9. 
b Hebr. XI. 16. iz. 
Deut. XXXII. 29. 


c Geneſ. XLII. 36. 
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End or not, when the End would be th 


ſame : As alſo is not improbable in the 


Command *, Take heed to thy ſeif, and 


Part of our Nature, which requires the 
chiefeſt Care to improve; ſuch as being 
diſtin from the corruptible Body, is in 
no Danger of a Diflolution ; yet ſuch as 
if unreminded of, and uninfluenced by the 
Divine Favours, will be- in Danger of 
Miſery : As again®*, O that there were ſuch 
an Heart in them, that they would fear 
me always, that it might be well with 
them and with their Children for erer; 
tho' for ever . might be thought to be an 
undetermined long Succeſſion of Poſterity, 
why may it not rather be ſaid, if they 
were not to live for ever after this State, 
how could their Welfare be for ever ? as 
the like in that mentioned by Moſes of Ba- 


laam*, Let me die the Death of the Righ- 


teous, and let my laſt End be like his; if 
the whole of our Being were to be finally 


finiſhed here, what Difference would there 


be between the End of the Righteous 
and the Unrighteous, to require the leaſt 
Concern. The Bleſſing included in 


the Covenant * made with our firſt Pa- 


rents; in the Promiſe to Abraham, that 
all the Nations ſhould be bleſſed in him; 
E in 

Deut. IV. 9. 4 Geneſ. III. 15. 


t — V. 29. * Ibid, XVIII. 18. 
c Numb. XXIII. 10. | 


keep thy Soul diligently, the moſt precious 
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[ 34] : 
in the Promiſe of $hi/oh *, of a great Pro- 
phet oe; as ſuch might be conſidered in 
another View, as to the Foundation of 
our Hope ; ſo how do they manifeſt the 
Subject of ſuch Hope, as to what may be 
hereafter expected : For what could be the 
Service of ſome peculiar Covenant to take 
away the fatal Effect of the Serpent's 
Temptation, if Man muſt only paſs his 


Time here under the frequent Frowns 


and Scourges of Heaven, and at laſt be 
irretrievably cut off from all Hopes of a 
future Remembrance e Or what Bleſſing 
would it be to a// Nations, for 4braham 
and his Poſterity to have ſome triumphant 
Proſperity in this World, if there were 
not ſomething to appear in the Line of 
that Family for the more extenſive Feli- 
city of Mankind 2 What an Eclipſe rather 
of a People's Satisfaction would it be, to 
be favoured with the moſt real Promiſe 
of ſome tranſporting Joy, and yet to be 
aſlured they ſhall never ſee the time 
wherein they may have the leaſt Share or 
Taſte thereof 2 How inevitable would be 


the Diſappointment, were ſuch diſtant 


Bleſſings to terminate in this Lite 2 Or 
to what purpoſe would be the coming of 
Shiloh, the greateſt Prophet, if Man was 
not to be put into a more hopeful Way? 
And how many Types, at leaſt, as to this 
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Source of future Bliſs, ſo of the Bliſs itſelf, 


do there ſhine out from the ſeveral ſignal 
Meaſures of Providence with relation to 
his People. Whether a further Confir- 
mation of Futurity, according to the Old 


Teſtament, may be likewiſe drawn from 


Saul's Ghoſt appearing *, tis not material 
to determine: Or whether when tis ſaid 
of the Widow of Zaraphath's Son *, His 
Soul came unto bim again, the Word may 
not ſufficiently note his real Soul being 
before departed, I here pals over. 
Whatever idle Sneer may be made at a 


ſingle Line or two in the Pſalms, how 


many indiſputable Aſſertions are there to 
teſtify the Pſalmiſt's future Views : When 


*tis ſaid ©, in Death there is no Remem- 
zrance of thee, and in the Grave who ſhall 
give thee T hanks, it can only ſignify the 


End of Man's Service in refpe& of this 
Life; not a Ceſſation of being and of all 


divine Exerciſe in glorifying God in an- 


other. And as much as elſewhere the 


Soul may ſeem to be deſcribed only as 
common Life, and as deſtroyable when 


Life is ſo, as deliver my Soul from the 
Sword *; and ſhall he deliver his Sonl from 
the Hand of the Grave © ? they are Forms 
of ſpeaking, noting a Concern about loſ- 
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ing this preſent Life, whenſoever the Soul 
is diſunited therefrom : and not that the 
Soul itſelf is in Danger of the Sword 
or the Grave; but only the continued 
Union of the Soul with the outward 
Man, without whch the preſent Life muſt 
ceaſe. How full and clear is the Pſal- 
miſt ; Thou wilt not cave my Soul in 
Hell, thou wilt ſhew me the Paths of 
Life, in thy Preſence is fulneſs of Foy 

Kc . I will behold thy Face in Righteouſ 
neſs, and when I awake I ſhall be ſatis- 
fied therewith©; I am here a Stranger 
with thee, and a Sojourner, as all my Fa- 
thers were ©, ſhewing his Expectation of 
a more abiding Place: and tho" I walk 

in the Vallly of the Shadow of Death, 1 
will fear no Illi, which would have been 
Diſtreſs enough, if unſupported with the 
Hopes of another Life; and thou wilt 
guide me with thy Councel, and afterwards 
receive me unto Glory; whom have JI in 
Heaven but thee, and there is none upon 
Earth that I deſire in compariſon of thee ; 
. my Fleſh and my Heart faileth, but God 
1s the Streneth f my Heart, and my Por- 
ion for erer Or were a Sceptical 
Tribe to ſift to the Bran a few Lines of 
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37.0 
the Wiſe Man, which they are ſo for- 
ward to carp at, how ſure may we be 
they make not in the leaſt for them ; and 
that they can bear no Meaning contrary to 
the Wiſe Man's own Interpretation: When 
therefore either from his own Mind, or 
in the Perſon of a vain Part of the World, 
which, as ſome think, is introduced, a Man's 
State is compared to that of a Beaſt, as 
that which befalls the Sons of Men, befall- 
eth the Beaſt; as dieth the one, ſo dieth 
the other, they have all one Breath; all 
go to one Place, all are of the Duſt, and all 
return to the Duſt This can be only 
in relation to the State of the Body and 
its Mortality here ; not as if Man had 
nothing elſe beſides, and had no where 
elſe to go hereafter, any more than a 
Beaſt : The Diſtinction is apparent in the 
following Line *, the Spirit of a Man goes 
upwards to his God; whilſt that of a 
Beaſt, ſuch as it is, goes downwards, only 
to the Earth; and the Vanity of Man is 
there bewailed, that he is not duly ap- 
prehenſive thereof; }/ho knows it, with 
that due Obſervation he ought to make: 
But the Wiſe Man ſufficiently guards a- 
gainſt a Miſconſtruction, as if a Man and 
a Beaſt had the ſame end in every Re- 


ſpect; for before he declares his real 


Thoughts, 
Eccleſ. III. 19, 20. 
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Thoughts, T7 ſaid in my Heart, God ſhall 
judge the Righteous and the Wicked, which 
muſt have reference to a future Judg- 
ment, ſince a diſtinguiſhing Judgment is 
here omitted : Now the meaneſt Writer 
could not within the Compaſs of a few 
Lines contradict himſelf ; much leſs one 
as wiſe as he was inſpired, who muſt be 
allowed to be his own beſt Interpreter : 
As again he repeats his Mind *, for all 
theſe T hings God will bring thee to Fude- 
nent; and © God ſhall bring every Work 
. to Fudgment. The ſame may ſerve to 
| clear another Place or two in the ſame 


[. Book, which has been no leſs miſapplied 
. againſt this great Point: as the Dead 
1 know not any thing, neither have they any 
more a Reward, which can be ſpoken 
only of this World and the Body laid in 
the Grave: as again *, they have 20 Know- 
lage in the Grave, that is, their Body 
therein interr'd : And there is one Event 
to the Righteous and to the Wicked, as is 
often viſible with relation to this Life. 
— Tis further ſaid *, he Righteous are 
taken away from the Evil to come, they 
ſhall enter into Peace: and they ſhall 
awake to everlaſting Life, and ſhall ſhine 


as. 
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as the Brightneſs of the Firmament. and 
2 Book of Remembrance is written for 
them that fear the Lord, and they ſhail 
be mine, ſdith the Lord of Hoſt, in tbe 
Day that I make up my Fewels : Like- 
wiſe *, Have 1 any Pleaſure that the 
Wicked ſhould die, ſaith the Lord, ſpeci- 
fying a Concern about a future State; 
fince whether Men are wicked or righ- 
teous, the Loſs of this preſent Life is in- 
evitable : Alſo © upon the wicked Man's 
turning, be ſha#l ſave his Soul alive, ſe- 
curing its future Happineſs. Beſides what 
is amply implied in the numerous and un- 
parallel Predictions of our Lord. 

FRO M this firſt Part of Revelation, in 
Conjunction with the divine Impreſſions 
wrought in Man's Nature, may be thus 
diſcerned the moſt ſatisfactory Dawnings 
of Light concerning another Life, during 
the firſt Ages of the World; ſufficient to 
filence ſuch as unhappily ſtrive to raiſe all 
the Miſt they can againſt this Diſpenſa- 
tion: a Light which the Fewyſh People 
according to Foſephus *, could not be 
Strangers to, however horribly obſcured 
and abufed through the Corruptions of 
Times ©, which ſuch Light was inconſiſtent 
with : it being their acknowledged Prin- 

ciple, 
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[ 40]. ; 
ciple, that according to the ſame Au- 
thor *, © Abraham and all the Patriarchs 
live with God ” : and as their Phil ob- 
ſerves e, the Soul hath Heaven for its 
Country, and that it only ſojourns here” : 
Again“, «* they ſhould ſet their Eyes upon 
Heaven, becauſe there is the Treaſure of 
all Good | : and as the Book of Wiſdom 
hath it, God hath created Man to be im- 
mortal; an d © the Souls of the R tghreous are 
in the Hands of God; and they have 
their Hopes full of Immortality : ſuch 
Hope as the Children and others in the 
Maccabees * moſt heartily expreſſed : the 
like *, be comforted for him when his Spi- 
rit is departed : a Truth, concerning 
which, our Saviour appeals to the Fes 
known Thoughts ', Search the Scriptures, 
for in them vx think ye have eternal Life. 

Ver great as was this former Evi- 
dence of a future Exiſtence, and of good 
Mens Felicity, we have the Favour of 
being referr'd for a further and more 
compleat Account to the New Teſtament : 
As the Authority of the forementioned 
Revelation, not only ftands upon a firm 
Baſis of its own intrinſick Evidence, and the 


Reception under the Divine Providence, 


| di- 
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directed and”: ſupported in the Jewiſh 
Cburch; but as it alſo finds the utmoſt 
Confirmation, in ſcveral Parts thereof re- 
fepred to, and verified in the latter Part 
of Revelation what is thus examined 
claims a ſuitable Regard. That there 
is particularly a ſpiritual Subſtance in us 
as will turvive after this Lite, which there- 
fore if ſuitably prepared, cannot fail of 
Happincls, how may a few Texts in this 
laſt Diſpenſation, without the need of the 
leaſt Interprets tion, ſufficiently ſatisfy : 
Such as, Fear nit them which kill the 
Body, but are not able to kill the Soul ; 
and ht is a Man profited if he ſhould 
gain the whote World, and tile his own 
Soul ; and ſuch as thoſe in the Parable of 
Dices and Lazarns ©; alſo © rhis Ngo 
thy Sul fall be taken from thee ; and 
Day thou ſhalt be with me in Park 
diſc: a Spirit © hath not Fleſh and Bones : 
and that of the God of Abraham 3 
mentioned before: likewiſe Lord Fe- 
ſus receice my Spirit : ſball face n 
Soul e und“ watch fir it: commit the keep- 
ing thereof: J[illing to be abſent from the 
Body, aud pr eſent with the Lord "ns. "he 
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42 
like, in the allowed * Notions of Spi- 
rits appearing ; which, however flighted 
through the Effects of divers Fallacies 2nd 
Fancics, farther confirm, amidſt number— 
leſs undeniable Circumſtances, this great 


Point. And from what can good 
Men be more fully aflured of a Vition 
and Fruitipn of a future Happineſs, even 
with their Bodies likewiſe, than the cx- 
preſs Aſſertion of a future Reſurrecttion ; 
ſuch as there 1s the moſt declared Hopes, 
as well as the fulleſt Notices of“: Al that 
are in the Grave ſhall come forth © : that it 
ſhall be ſaid of none, as in another In- 
ſtance Tiberius ſpeaks of Carnuftus *, me 
evaſir, Carniſius has eſcaped me; that 
they could poſſibly be ſo hid or miſlaid, 
that they ſhould be out of the Reach of 
the Almighty : but in whatſoever dark 
or diſtant Apartments their Duſt may be 
caſt or ſcattered, they are recallable at 
the divine Command : The deepeſt & , 
Death, and Hell, muſt deliver up their 
Dead *, to be raiſed to Life again. What- 
_ D:thcultics may be ſtarted accord- 
ing to a late Controverſy ', as how the 
Body muſt be organized, or left unorga- 
nized, for a Reception of its old Compa- 
nion 
a Seton. im Vit. Tiber. 
N 13. 
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nion the Soul, and for its eternal Sub- 
ſiſtence without preſent Supplies; who 
may not reſt aſſured, that matchleſs Power 
can moſt zlorioully order without our 
Council ? that who dares to ſay, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's Reproof , it is incredible 
that God ſhould raiſe the Dead, to com- 
mand that into Being again, which in its 
trſt Elements was before in Being; any 
more than it was at firit to make a new 
Being out of- nothing. Or if it may be 
thought more eaſy to conceive, that a 
Compoſition of any other Duſt may be as 
well for a new raiſed Body, as a Collection 
of that which has been ſo obſcurely in- 
termingled with other Earth ; eſpecially 
where 'tis impoſſible for the Deceaſed to 
tind out the Miſtake, to judge whether 
it 1s his own Body, or any other common 
Mould ; and that the Rule may rather 
take Place, non debet fieri per plura quod 
poteſt fieri per pauciora, as if it is molt con- 
liſtent to have "Things done with feweſt 
Difficulties, where there is no Occaſion 
for more ; who can be ſo vain to imagine, 
that one Trial can exceed unlimited A- 
bility any more than another 2 But how 
could ſuch a Formation of a new Body 
from Materials which have no Relation 
to us, be our Body that is raiſed ; when 
yet tis ſaid, that 7274 corrrptible ” we 
Body that before was laid in the Grave, 
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Hall put on LEE Or if becauſe 
ſome Bodies may be ſaid to be loſt in 
other Bodies, when thereinto changed, if 
devoured by ſome of our own Species as 
the Camibals, or by any other Animals; 
yet how reſervable are the Stamina and 
firſt "Threads of Nature, without paſſing 
through any Change, ſufficient fer a final 
Structure ? or how eatily ſeparable by 
Omnipotence, even after the greateſt 
Change ? and ſince it has pleaſed God to 
order a future Exiſtence for one Part of 
 thall that always remain by itſelf, 
rr to the other Part ? and when 
the whole of a good Man's Nature hath 
been Partaker in the Duties of this Life, 
Mall only half Himſelf have a Place and 
Return in another. | 
Ver after all theſe Searches of Futu— 
rity, and conſequently of the hopeful 
Proſpect of good Men, the Satisfaction 
would be incomple: at without the Secu- 
rity hereot ariſing from a Redeemer, "Tis 
thc 'refore necell; ary to annex a tew Lines : 


HI. As to be. Foundation of ſuch ex- 
pected Happineſs ; the known Certainty of a 
Redeemer; 7 knowthat my Redeemer lic eth. 
SINCE all future as well as preient Fa- 
vour was forfeited through Man's Offence ; 
and yet our Nature, if unaſſiſted and un- 
dign filed with the Union ot the Divine, 
mult bo uncapable ot making Satisſaction; 
here 
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here was our Felicity, that there was ſuch 
Condeſcention from Above, that no leſs 
than the glorious Son of God, in our Na- 
ture ſhould undertake our Redemption. 
Tnar there was ſuch a Supream Ad- 
vocate for Man, we have this marvellous 
and moſt ſatisfactory Remark of the ſtrong- 
elt Aſſurance thereof, ſo early as in Job's 
Time, ſo long before his perſonal Appear- 
ance. And indeed there are innumerable 
Prophetical Lines of the moſt exalted Cha- 
racter, all centering in the ſame Delign, 
as arc unapplicable to any other Being, 
ow as were of many hundred Years ſtand- 
g before the Golpel- Age; and yet all 
exactly tallying * with the Circumſtances 
afterwards related of our Lord : And we 
arc favoured with ſo many irreſiſtible E- 
vidences in the Completion of a Mediato- 
rial Work, as may ſufficiently baffle and 
remove all the thin and inconſiſtent, the 
unſupportable and ſhameleſs Cavils of un- 
believing Adverſaries: which it may be 
unneceſlary to enlarge upon, whereſoever 
are read the late moſt eſteemable Works 
of the moſt judicious and learned Hands *. 


To 


is inconceiveable that ſuch aVariery of Circum- 
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ſwering in' every thing like an Imp: -eſfion to a Seal, or 
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To mention therefore only a Word or 
two: Where could there be any other 
| Perſon, than our Saviour, found to match 
the Account of one that was to be born, 
and yet was the everlaftins Father : Or 
that ſhould in Time come forth ont of Beth- 
lebem ; and yet that had a Being whoſe 
going furth had been from everlaſting ? that 
was the Immanuel“, 911Dy, God with us, 
whoſe divine Nature is joined with the 
human : Yea, the mighty God ©? the Lord 
Our Righteonſne{s* ? or whoſe Dominion is 
an everlaftins Dominion? or that thould bear 
the Sins of the People, by whoſe Stripes we 
are healed* ? or how can there be the leaſt 
room to apply to one of the worlt of 
Men, one of the c/eare/? ® Predictions of 
the Bible, that of T)anze/'s Weeks, Gen. 
as Sir Jol Marſham, &c. * have done: 
Where the bare mentioning of the Con- 
tents might univerſally ſatisfy every im- 
partial Readcr, that they are too grand 
for any other than our glorious Redeemer; 

ſuch 


the Chr ian Ne gi ; The Miracles of Fe) g Lin- 
licated; The Seventy Weeks of Daniel ; which, with 


a few Others upon the like Occaſion, ma molt juſtly 
command the Reader's Admiration, Tranſp ort, and 
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ſuch as finiſhing the Tranſgreſſion ; making 
Reconciliation for Iniquity; bringing in 
rn Righteouſneſs ; ſealing up the 
Vifun ; Meſſiah cut of, but not for him- 
felt, &c. For tho! it be granted according 
to Crotrus *, there are ſome few Things 
in Daniel which may relate to Antzoc us, 
as alſo to other Potcntates; yet w hat 
relation has the atoreſaid Lines of the 
Meſhis to them? and how diſtant from 
them was the Time ſpeciled. for the Ac- 
compliſhment, which was * maſt exactly to 
reach to the Days of the Methas : and 
even the great Deſolabion, as the ſame 
learned Grotius obſerves ©, and as our Sa- 
viour applies «, can only point out that 
which was cauſed by the Romas amongſt 
the eus after our Saviour, as Felephus 
himſelf acknowledges ©. The like deſ- 
picable Shiits ſuch reſort unto 8s. v ith 
 Porphiry*', when confounded with the un- 
conteſtable Clearnefs of this Prophecy, 
** will have it to be written after the 
Events, about the Time of Autiochus Epi- 
phancs: For where were any ſuch E- 
vents, till thoſe fulfillud in our Saviour? 
And how well are we aſtured according 
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to Zoſephus*, of Daniel's Prophetick Cha- 
racter, and of his Book being written long 
before Antiochus's Time according to many 
Circumſtances recorded by the ſame Au- 
thor *. And how well known was the 
Expectation of the Meſſias about the Time 
ſpecified in that Prediction ; being at that 
1 ime, after the ſhaking of many Nations, 
in the Change of divers Monarchies, the 
Defire of all Nations © 5 the Hope of I Fa- 
v; the bleſſed Hope ©; the Article of 
their Creed * ; the 0 of their Prayer; 
that God would ſend the Redeemer *; and 
of their Enquiry according to ſuch Ex- 
pectation, J/herher thou be the Chrift the 
Son of the Living God; If thou be the 
 Chrif# tell us plainly © With which how 

exactly did there concur the Explication 
in the Zewwihh Talmud and Targum, their 
Halde Paraphraſe and other Writings of 
their Rabbies, concerning the Miloh's com- 
ing © towards the Expiration of the Fewwih 
Power * how declared a Contradiction to 
the Law and the Prophets, according to 


Buxtorf 
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Buxtorf *, Maimonides *, &c. was the leaſt 
Denial of ſuch expected Appearance? How 
warm amongſt the Heathen was the 
Rumour of ſome extraordinary Perſon 
from Zudea being near at Hand, as noted 
in Suctonius, Tacitus, and the Siby/line O- 
racles ? How jealous was Herod of his 
Approach, when he hurried, not only the 
Deſtruction of the Infants *; but alſo of 
his own Father in Law, Hircanus, and 
his Wife and Children, thought to be 
the laſt Remains of the Maccabees, and 
of the Blood-Royal ; and of the ſeventy 
Fewiſh Senators; and burnt their Archives 
and Genealogies ; 2s owned in Seder Olam, 
Philo ©, and Foſephus ©; hoping thereby at 
ſuch a Juncture to bid fair himſelf for 
this admired Character: and how many 
others * about the ſame Time, were moved 
with the like ſtrong Impreſſions of the ex- 
pected Meſſias, in ſtriving to aſſume the 
Title; as was noted of T heudas ©, Simon 
Magus, Apollonius ', Doſitheus *, &c. 
Who tho' they made not out the leaſt 
Tittle agreeably to the Predictions, yet 
drew. the Populace after them; and ma- 


| G ni- 

a Fynagog. c. 43. 1 — de Antiq: ud. . 
d Maimonid. in Sanb. c. | 20. C, 6. 

; 6 £ — L. 20. c. 2. 
s Mat. II. n Jrenæus, L. 1. c. 20. 
4 Philo de Temp. + Hieroctes. 
e of. de Bell. Fud. L. * Euſeb. Hiſt. Zocleſ. 

7. e. J. I. 4. . 2. 


| 1 
nifeſted how perſuaded the World then 
was, that the Meſſias was not far off. And 
what could be more obſervable than the 
Aſſurance thereof, tho' under a different 
Character, and ill applied, which led the 
Fews, according to Suetonius and Fo- 
ſephus *, to quarrel with the Romans; 
and to perſiſt, as the latter Writer ob- 
ſerves©, to the laſt Extremity in their 
Refuſal of Submiſhon to them, not doubt- 
ing the ſupernatural Aid of their expected 
Deliverer. No leſs Teſtimony of our 
Saviour's being this divine Perſon, were 
the Works wrought at his coming ; as 
they were agreeable to the Prophetick Re- 
lation thereof“; ſuch as exceeded all 
that ever © were done before ,; ſuch as 
were performed, as in the Work of Crea- 
tion, by a ſingle Word, beyond the Reach, 
and without the Application of natural 
Means, inimitable by the Tricks of Art, 
and had the moſt real and undiſputable 
Effects in the open Face of the World; 
ſuch as were very particularly deſcribed 
> 


Vit. Veſp. c. 4. 
. Jua. L. 7. c. 12. 
. c. 11. 0 
* Zobn VII. 31. Ja. XXXV. 5, 6. Mar. XI. 5, &c. 
© Greater than thoſe of Moſes, as Levi Ben. Ger- 
- fon declared the Works of the Meſſias ought to be. 
rot. de Verit. Relig. Chriſt. L. 5. f. 12. 
f John XV. 24. 
s Ad. XXVI. 26. 
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in their Circumſtances, in relation to the 
Place where, the Time when, the Per- 
ſons upon, and amongſt whom they were 
wrought, to give Mankind the faireſt 


room to ſearch and enquire ; ſuch as drew 


his Attendants, who could not be unap- 
prized of their Nature, moſt heartily to 
acknowledge, that this is of a Truth that 
Prophet that ſhould come into the World * ; 
that he came from God; that he was 


the Son of God ©; the Chriſt the Son of 


God *; the Chriſt the Saviour of the 
World * ; ſuch as the Fathers, for the Con- 
firmation of Chriſtianity, univerſally re- 
cited; who, amidſt the free Uſe of Alle- 


_ gories., often drawn therefrom, did never 
3 7 


deſign, according to a late moſt ridiculous 
Charge, to comment away the Reality of 
Miracles, againſt their own? moſt full and 

G 2 nu- 


FJohn VI. 14. 4 — XI. 27. VI. 66. 

. | * — IV. 42. 

© — |. 49. 

% Tho' 'tis true that they affected to give a ſpi- 
ritual and myſtical Senfe to almoſt all our Saviour's 
Actions, yet it is as true, that not one of them doubted 
ot the literal Story; na y, the . which he (-) 
brought to prove them Unbelievers of the Letter, ſhews 
the direct contrary ; for to make an Action a myſtical 
one, you muſt neceſſarily allow it a literal one: it may 
as well be ſaid there are Properties without a Subſtance, 
as a Figure without a Letter. 1 ſhall therefore paſs 
by all his Scraps of the Fathers, tor every fingle one of 
which, an hundred may be found in the ſame, Author, 
that expreſly contradict what he is labouring to prove 
The Miracles of our Savicur Vindicatea, part 2. f. 16. 
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numerous Declarations: Such as likewiſe 
his very Enemies made no Scruple to own *; 
even thoſe Enemies that employed their 
Pens all they could to run them down, 
as Celſus*, Porphyry ©, Julian; whilſt 
they ridiculouſly imputed them to 
a diabolical Source, contrary * to their 
great Deſign. What indeed could be a 
more deſirable Note, amongſt other Works, 
of adivine Original, than the preternatural 
Darkneſs at our Saviour's Suffering on the 
Croſs , at the Time of the Paſſover, a- 
bout the full Moon, when no Orb between 
the Sun and us intervened, as jn the com- 
mon Eclipſes; as alſo the Earthquake at 
the ſame Time; as the Grecran Phlegon® 
and Thallus mention“, and Pontius Pilate 
ſent a Regiſter of to Rome, which Tertul- 
lian', &c. appeal'd to. What again could 
command a more joyful Belief, than that 
after the eue had done their worſt a- 
gainſt our Saviour in ſacrificing him, and 
thought to have heard no more of him, 


that he ſhould be declared the Son of God 
by 


_ ® Zohn. XI. 4). Mat. | Mat. XII. 25, 26. 
XII. 24. Act. IV. 16. and | f Mar. XXVL 45. 


witneſs their Annals, Ter-j Chronic. 15. at O- 
ru. Afpolog.c.21.and their | rig. cout. Cel . 
Talin d, Hieros. n Apud Ful. African. 


FJ or pb. de laud. bhilos. 
aua C374. c. 3, C. 


ſeripturiſts, p. 51. 
g A 0/7. c. 2 1. 


Orig. cont. Celſ. L. 2. Ward againit the Vnti— 


E 
by the Reſurrection from the Dead *? and 
being riſen, ſhould become the firft Fruits 
of them that ſlept >? that he ſhould vouch- 
ſafe the moſt ſatisfactory Appearances ©, 
and the moſt ſuperlative and indiſputable 
Gifts *2 that his Goſpel, without the Sup- 
port of ſecular Arms and Encourage- 
ments, ſhould in the chiefeſt Part of the 
World make its Way * againſt all the 
Power and Prejudice of Mankind ? that 
it ſhould throw down the Heathen Ora- 
cles, as Porphyry*, and Phutarch ©, and 
the Pythian Demon himſelf , did _— 

33 oh FOR of e 
Rom. |. 4. * 40 
Reeg Cor. ö C 
© Toke XXIV. John XX, XXI. Ads 1. 1 Cor. 
"NE. es wy | 


o 


* Mark XVI. 17, 18. Acts II. III. v. VL IX. XIII. 
XXVII. XXVIII. 1 Cor. XII. Heb. II. 4, &c. 


Such ſufficiently atteſted as in the Sacred Records, 


ſo from divers Authorities and parallel Inſtances 
which the primitive Writers appealed to, in Con- 
firmation thereof. Clem. Rom. 1 Epiſt. ad Cor. 
g. 2. Juſtin Mart. Dialog. cum Trypþh. and A. 
Folog. 1. Iren. L. 2. c. 36, 56, 57. and L. 5.c. 6. 
Tertul. ad Scapul c. 4. Orig. cont. Celſ. L. 1, 3, 
7. Cytrian. ad Demetrian. g. 12. Lactant. L. 
5. 21. 27. Euſeb. Hiſt. L. 3. e. 3). 

e Euſeb. Demonſt. Evang. L. 3. c. 2.—Hiſt. Eccleſ. 

L. 2. c. 3. L. 3. c. 3. m 
Tacit. L. 5. Sueron. in Vit. Neron. Plin. Epiſt. 
L. 10. Ep. 97. Tertul. Apolog. . 37. 

f De Philoſ. Euſeb. de prep. Euang. L. 5. c. 1. 

* P/ur. Lib. 4e Defect. Orac. | 

b The Pyrhinn Oracle's Anſwer to Auguſtus Ceſar, 
« An Hebrew Child, being King of the 1 
$, 
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of e that alſo it ſhould be the Inſtrument of 
the moſt chearing Hopes * under the great- 
eſt Trials e What a further Confir- 
mation, that the Publiſhers hereof did ap- 
pear to be the molt plain and diſintereſted 
Perfons ; ſuch as were the greateſt Ene- 
mies to Deceit © ; ſuch as were engaged 
in reſtraining the modiſh Indulgences * ; 
ſuch as were flow in taking up any Be- 
lief ©, till they had been favoured with 
the moſt ocular Evidences ; ſuch as did 
not ſpare one another whereſoever they 
ſaw any Thing defc&tive *, and yet were 
univerſally unanimous in their Deſcriptions 
of our Lord, far more than the beſt of 
other Writers, in the exacteſt and moſt 
approved Harmony of their Works; ſuch 

| | | as 

Gods, commands me to forſake this Houſe, and 

to return again to Hell: Henceforth depart, and 

be filent from our Altars. et 1 

Tlais ig neatral ps ge warkapioow ¾ d 
Third Shur Traarmreiv x, di du dudes ix S 
Rory &mb1 oiywy ix Bopuay nuerigoy. SHUT. in 

Voc. Aung tiſt. 

AKH. V. 41. Hebr. X. 34. 2 Cor. XII. 10. 

'Þ Beſides the Treatment of the Enemies referred to 
an enſuing Paragraph. | 

« Heb. XIII. 18. Zeb III. 44. 1 Tim. I. 10. Jam. 
III. 14. Rev. XXI. 8. Col. III. 9. Eph. V. 9. Mar. 
XII. 36. 2 Cor. XI. 31. Gal. I. 20. 

d Gal. V. 19, 24. Mat. V. 29, 39. Luke XIV. 26, 

27. Col. III. 5. 1 Pet. II. 21. 

Tuke XXIV. II, 25, 38, 41. John XX. 25. 
f Mar. XX VI. 24, 48, 56, 70, 74 Gal. II. 14. Acts 

V. 39. Luke XXII. 24. ; p 
G rot. de Lerit. Relig. L. 3. F. 13 


* 


L 31 


as were likewiſe careful in recording them 
for the ſevereſt Examination, before they 
were forgotten; ſuch as were aſſured they 
ſhould loſe their lives in theirMaſter'sCauſe?; 

et did not to the laſt Breath flinch there- 
. : amongſt whom, conſidering as their 
own perſonal Jarrings, ſo others ſevereſt 
Menaces, and how tender and deſirable 
Life is, had there been the leaſt Flaw, it 
could not have been hid; but as in 70h e, 
Skin for Skin, all that a Man hath will he © 


give for his Life ; all, and more than all, 


would have been blazed, it the firmeſt 
Truth had not ſtood in the Way: and 
ſcarce one Perſon of any Denomination ; 
much lefs ſo great a Number as twelve 
Perſons of unſullied Characters, beſides 
many other worthy Witneſſes concerned 
in the ſame Affair; have ever been heard, 
or could ever be ſuppoſed, whilſt the 
World ſtands, to have chearfully ſuffered 
the moſt violent Death with a wilful Lye 
in their Mouths, where Cynſeſſion might 
have ſaved them; whatſoever Inſtances 
there have been of ſome few Criminals, 


who have to the laſt hoped for Deliverance 


by denying the Truth. The like un- 
anſwerable Proof of this great Point is 
ma- 


/ hitby's Annor. Vol. 1. Gener, and partic. Pref. 

Mat. XN. 25, 28. Job. XXI. 19. Act. XXI. 23, 
24. Rom. VIII. 35, 38. | 

© Hb II. 4. 
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manifeſted in its Effect amongſt the Jerut, 
in the Extent and Manner of -their De- 
ſtruction, ſo exactly according to the Pre- 
diction before denounced of them *, ſuch 
as never was heard of before ſince the 
Creation; as obſerved by their own Hiſ- 
torian, a Perſon, whoſe Veracity * has 
not been in the leaſt ſtained or queſtioned 
amongſt them, who was in their own In- 
tereſt, unbiaſſed by the Doctrine of our 
Redeemer : As the like moſt viſibly ap- 
pears in the State of thoſe few Remains 
of them who are ſcattered amongſt Man- 
kind; in their being ſtill left as Vaga- 
bonds and Fugitives, unincorporated with 
the Countries where they reſide : When 
as in our own Country, amidſt the ſeveral 
People which have broke in upon us, 'tisnot 
known who is Saxon, Dane, or Norman ; 
yet the Jets continue diſtinguiſhable from 
all; who are ſaid, notwithſtanding ſome 
Degrees of their Subſtance, not to be 
allowed the leaſt Propriety in Land or 


Ships, 
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Mpithy's Aunot. V. 1. Gener, Pref. and in Mat. 
XXIV. 

b « Who was eſteemed the moſt eminent Perſon of 
all the eus of thoſe Times, not only by his own 
Countrymen, but alſo by the Romans” ; Enieb. 
Hiſt. Eccleſ. L. 3. c. 9. who, according to his own 
Declaration, communicates his Hiſtory to his ſe- 
veral Friends, whilſt the Facts were freſh, almoſt 
ger to be ſeen. Jaſ. Antiq. L. 20. Enſeb. Hiſt, 
Eccleſ. L. 3. c. 10. N 
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Ships“, whoſe Effects are upon others 
Foundations and Bottoms; thus moſt ſig- 
nally remaining as a diſtinct Mark of the 
Divine Reſentment till their Reſtoration, 
ſo in Capacity to be reſtored. To 
this may be joined the primitive Care in 
preſerving and copying the original Sacred 
Manuſcripts, as recited by Tertullian , 
Lactantius, Euſebius*, &c. Which, tho 
as often as tranſcribed, were probably at- 
tended with Variations, without a Mira- 
cle directing every Perſon tranſcribing .; 
yet inſtead of being weakned in their Au- 
thority by ſuch Variations ; cſpecially 
where the mighty Number that is boaſted 
of, (after the trifling Differences of Let- 
ters, of ſynonimous Words, their Order, 
as well as of Stops and Accents, are ab- 
ſtrated) are reducible to a ſmall Num- 
ber; they rather are thought to give a 
Light to the Original, as are obſerved in 


H the 


As the eus had no Propriety in Earth, ſo they 
have but a precarions Right even to the Waters 
for whatſoever Traffick they drive by Sea, they 
are not ſuffered to have a Ship of their own ; 
but are forced to venture all in Chriſtian and 
Turkiſh Bottoms, and under the Power of Mer- 
chants, their profeſſed Enemies, for fear of Repri- 
ſals and For ſalty : Diſcourſe of Natural 
and Revealed Religion, c. i. 

> De 1 6. 36. | 

e Lattant. . Lib. 4. c. 21. 


as Hiſt. Fccleſ. L. 5. c. 20. 3 
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the various Readings of other Authors ; 
and doubly illuſtrate their Truth and Va- 


lue, by ſuch multiplied Pains for their 


Preſervation. When we alſo. conſider, 


that the Pieces firſt wrote about our dear 
Redeemer, and the Copies which were 
ſince taken thereof, were probably more 
than what in the ſame Tract of Time, 
may be found in any other Author of the 
moſt unqueſtionable Authority : and yet 


ſuch other Books, ſo much leſs atteſted, 


and without the thouſandth Part of their 
important Materials and Evidences, meet 
with an unreſiſting and hearty Reception; 
how can we poſſibly think of caſting a 
Slight upon thoſe, which by innumerable 


Degrees exceed all; eſpecially where the 
Goſpel Miniſtrations and the Sacramental 


Me- 


tioned by Mills) there is ſcarce fifty, that do con- 
ſiderably alter the Senſe of the Place, and of them 
ſcarce ten that do ſo in any Point of great Diffi- 
culty and Importance“. V hiſton's Reflections on 
the Dijconrſe of Free-thinking, . 15. Yea, there 
is hardly one Text which concerns an Article of 

Faith, that has ſuch a different Reading as is con- 
tra ry to ſound Doctrine; Pref. ad Gr. Leſt. Oron. 
1675. © Moit of the various Lections in the New 
Teſtament, are either of no Moment, being in {\- 
nonimous Words or expletive Particles, or they are 
ſo apparent Errata, that they may be eaſily diſ- 
cerned and corretted ''; enkiu's Reaſonableneſs 
of rhe Chriſtian Religion, c. 5. 

Remarks on the Diſcourſe of Free-thinking, by 
Phiteleuth. Lifſienſ. g. 32. : | 
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Memorials * undeniably point out and lead 


to the firſt Beginning of Chriſtianity ; the 
Truth pon had there been none ſuch, 
would have been very eaſily refuted. 

P ROM the whole Force of theſe ſeveral 
Arguments, what a bleſſed, bleſſed Joy it 
is, that the Tidings of a living Redeemer 
have ſo noble a Foundation to enſure our 
| beſt Hopes. I proceed therefore, 


IV. To conſider the Influence of this 
Belief, in our unmurmuring and found De- 
pendance, Eſteem, and Submiſſion, accord- 
ing to ſuch an hopeful Proſpect. | 
WInATSOEvER Trials and Difficulties are 
in the Way, why ſhould Chriſtians be 

beat out, as if there was no Help or Hope. 
If the Waves and Storms ariſe, that all 
ſeems to be going, What Refuge may there 
be in our Redeemer, the Anchor of our 
Souls *, the Pilot that will bring us ſafe 
to Land? What a Satisfaction to think 
the chiefeſt Point may be ſecured 2 when 
if with Thomas, they have ſuch an In- 

tereſt and Relation as to ſay*®, My Lord, 
my God ; they may as David, encourage 


themſelves in the Lord their God; or as 
H 2 C0 


*' Lefly's Short Way with the Deiſts. 
ff 

© Yohn XX. 28 

© 1 Sam: 6. 
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God * is their Strength, therefore they will 
not fear, tho the Earth be removed ; or *, 
altho the Fiz tree ſhall not bliſſim, Kc. yer 
will we rejoice in God; or as Moſts ex- 
horts © „fear not, ſtand till ſee the Hale a- 
tion of the Lord, for the Feyptians, which 
ne fee this Day, ye ſhall jee no more for 
ever; fo all their Fears and Pains will 
be one Day over: with ſuch how may! 
expoſtulate *, are the Conſelations of God 
ſmall with thee ? it in the mean Time 
they fare herd, that as 'tis ſaid of Ha- 
vid's Servants, mum cut of their Gar- 
ment in the middle - theſe are at pre- 
ſent put off with half and ſhorteſt Sup- 
"plies ; whilſt many others, with the. Ser- 
vants in the Goſpel, have Bread enough 
and to ſpare*; and as the Children of [/- 
rael, have the beſt of the Land before themè, 
they, at the ſame time, have the worſe, 
and with the Prodigal are ready to perith 
ith Hunger; to ſuch it may be faid*, 
Deſpifeft "Thu the Day of ſmall Things, 
which le:d to the grateſt. As low Tide 
as it may now be with them, if they have 
a Treaſure. in Heaven, how will their Al 
be made up at laſt ? and as far as is re- 
quitl.te in the mean time, how will the 


e 
2 Pſalm XI VI. „2. | - . * 
Hab. III. 16. R. 
c Ex04. XIV. 13. Gen. XL VII. 6. 
% XV. II. | is. 
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Faithful abound with Bkſſmgs * ? Indeed, 
without the continued preſent Influence of 
the Almighty, amidſt all the moſt ſpark- 
ling Flouriſhes of Futurity, how may it 
be ſaid of our preſent State *, our Fray 
ney will be too long for us. And as much 
as frequent Succeſſes againſt preſent Evils 
may incline ſome to flatter themſelves 
with ſaying as the Benjamites*®, they are 
ſmitten down as at the fe yet if never ſo 
little left unaſſiſted, how will they find 
every approaching 'Trial too many for 
them ? In the midſt of ſuch Danger, how 
liable are they to be ſtaggered, it preſent 
Supplies hang off, and every Thing lies 
at a diſtance ; who, tho' they have ſent 
many a Wiſh and Prayer to Heaven, think- 
ing themſelves ſtill unanſwered, are ready 
to cry out, as in another Caſe *, n is 
his Chariot ſo long in coming? not conſider- 
ing that God's 11 ime and Manner. of Con- 
veyance is moſt defirable ; and that an 
earneſt waiting, as much as it may be en- 
couraged, would be quite out of the Line, 
if 'unrcſigned; and it would anſwer no 
End to tume againſt and hurry Divine 
Providence, any more than to think of 
any Return out of Seaſon ; which would 
'be as if we would have our Harveſt in 
Spring, before the Crop is ripe : But as 
the 


« Prov. XXVIL 20. | © Zudg. XX. 32. 
W 1 King. IX. 7. 4 — V. 28. 
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the Favourites of the Almighty may reſt 
aſſured, that as he has provided richly for 
them at laſt, they ſhall have a ſufficient 
Allowance for their Freight to the End 
of their Voyage, how may they now de- 
clare with Facob *, God hath dealt gra- 
ciouſly with me, I hace enough, or J thall 
have enough : and how may they, with 
him, take Heart, who bee upon ſeeing 
the Waggons *, being thereby ſatisfied that 


Foſeph was alive; ſo being favoured with 


the Earneſts and Evidences of Redeeming 
Mercy, they need not doubt of a Living Re- 
deemer: Having the Foretaſtes of the Cluſ- 
ters of Grapes, they may know the Vin- 
tage is nigh. 

Ver to make our Ground ſure for ſuch 
joyful Hope, who that is in earneſt for its 
Attainment, would ſtop at ſome pleaſing 
Satisfaction at the View thereof, without 
taking the utmoſt Pains in rectifying what 
may be thought a Denial thereto. How 
marvellouſly inconſiſtent would thoſe be 
with themſelves, who would pretend as 
high a Value in general for ſo joyful a 
Revelation, as the Zews themſelves did 


for the former Part of it; who thought 


they could never enough covet the en- 
groſſing ſo precious a Treaſure unto them- 
ſelves, and therefore are ſaid © for a while 
| | mW 


nl. * TV. . 
* Lightfocr's Harm. Vol. i. p. 489. Haltou's B15. 


Proleg. app. 9. 9. z. 


„ 


to obſerve an Annual Faſt and Mourning 
for its being communicated to the reſt of 
the World, through its Tranſlation in the 


Septuagint; and yet continue Strangers to 
the Influence of its moſt important Deſign ? 
Who would act ſo unfriendly and cruel a 
Part, as to make any Rubs in others Way 
for the Improvement thereof 2 But what 
an unconceivable Infatuation would it be, 
that any ſhould ſo miſerably ſtand in their 
own Light, and be ſuch deplorable Ene- 
mies to themſelves, as to oppoſe or over- 
look this chiefeſt Happineſs 2 Who that 


are unwilling to be defeated, would not 


ſeriouſly make to our great Advocate ; 
moving forward * in the Name of the Lord 
of Hoſt, under the Banner and Favour of 
our beſt Friend: and conſidering, after all 
the Victory that humble and diligent Chriſ- 
tians may be bleſſed with, the Enemy, how 
far ſoever beaten out of the Field, will be 
ever rallying ; and as ſeemingly dead as 
Corruption may ſeem to be as Aaron's 
Rod *, yet will be ſtill ready to appear 
with new Life; who in their Senſes will 
dare to drop their Application and Guard, 
to renew Danger? And as none know but 
they may be within an Hair's Breadth of 
their Removal; when 'tis not with Death, as 


Achitophel 


« 1 Sam. XVII. 45. 
» Numb. XVII. 8. 
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Achitophel directed Abſalom, that it ſhould 
fall only on the zveary and weak handed; 


when Numbers of the moſt ſtartling Viſita- 
tions are daily breaking in upon us; and 


none knows, were ſome Space of Time con- 


tinued, but abuſed Grace may take its 


Flight; and the Bleſſing of Bleſſings, this 
future Joy, may be irretrievably loſt ; who 
can with Unconcern ſee the moſt precious 
Seaſons miſimproved e How. can we have 


an Heart to neglect preparing to meet our 
Go, whilſt his Favour is attainable 2 


Who would in other Things be ſo ſhort, 
-when the moſt valuable Prize is at Stake, 
which with wiſe Care might be ſecured, 
as not to do their beſt for a Title thereto? 


Now what is all this World, when we 
come to take our Leave thereof ? How glad 


at parting would we be to give ten thou- 
ſand Worlds rather than miſs of Heaven? 


What wringing of Hands, what remedileſs 
Cries would there be, ſhould we be at laſt 
caſt : Who then that have hitherto made 
ſlight of theſe Things can remain unſhaken ; 


ſtill like the thoughtleſs Sluggard, continu- | 


ing in the ſame Track, as a Door upon the 


Hinges *; and not rather haſten, as Lot was 


warn de, to eſcape for their Lives; ſtriving 
| = 


4 > Fam. XIV. 2. 
b Amos IV. 12. | 
Prov. XXVI. 14. 
à Gen, XIX. 17. X 
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to the utmoſt from their very Hearts that 
God in all Things may be glorified; and 
that tho Worms deſtroy this Body, there 
might be at laſt the Viſion and Fruition of 
unending Bliſs : Which God of his infinite 


Mercy grant through Jeſus Chriſt. 
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